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Can We Handle the Old Testament?

‘The Merciful God of the Old Testament’

With Fr. Nicholas King S.J.
Internationally renowned scripture scholar and writer
www.nicholas-king.co.uk

St. Mary’s RC Church
211 Wimborne  Road
Poole BH15 2EG

Fri- Sat 13-14 January 2017

Friday at 7-8 pm:    ‘Can We Handle the OT?’
Saturday Mass 10 am: Fr Nick to preach.
11- 12 noon:            ‘The Psalter - Heart of the OT’

1- 3:30 pm:            ‘The Merciful God of the OT’

Cost £5 per person. Tea/Coffee provided. 
Please bring a packed lunch to share on Saturday.

For more info call Deacon Declan tel. 01202 661869
or email: mcconville@ntlworld.com
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Misericordes sicut Pater

User-generated content across social media platforms brings
unprecedented empowerment to many.  But with that
empowerment should come responsibility lest such enablement
slide down a slippery slope into offence, deception - such as we
have seen of late with fake reporting - and self deception, just one
short step away from self obsession. 

Fascination with Number One runs totally counter to the message
of mercy, which has been so much at the forefront of our minds
of late.  Now that the Year of Mercy has drawn to a close let’s not
hope that we now draw a veil and forget all about it.

Coming back for a moment to what is called ‘Citizen Journalism’,
surely ours is now the responsibility to help pour oil on those
waters and to help shape to better effect how society behaves, is
seen and looks at itself.  That’s not easy.

It’s hard when someone moves to block you in in the car park and
from whom you get a ranting mouthful of obscene abuse when
you gently point out the inconvenience caused.  Holding your

tongue is one thing.  Showing mercy takes much more effort.  But
mercy is the better part:

‘The quality of mercy is not strained;
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest;
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes’

From a speech by Portia in William Shakespeare's The Merchant of
Venice Act IV, Scene 1

mercy n. compassion; forgiveness;
disposition to be kind; something for
which to be thankful; relief;
alleviation of distress. Synonyms:
leniency; clemency; charity

Portsmouth People, 
life-style magazine for those

practising or interested
in the Catholic faith
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Iwish you, your families and friends blessings from the Lord
for the New Year 2017! 

We are all conscious how the world is changing. In 2017,
Britain will move ahead with Brexit and its withdrawal from
the European Union, and in the United States a new president
will enter the White House. At the same time, the tragic mess
in Syria and the Middle East, and its harrowing fall-out,
continues to burden our hearts and minds. Let us pray
especially to the Holy Spirit that this New Year may bring new
ways forward to help resolve these crises. 

Meanwhile, the Year of Mercy came to a glorious end with
ceremonies at the Cathedral and the rededication of the
Diocese to St Edmund of Abingdon. When in 2015 the Pope
announced the Jubilee Year, following on from the Year of
Faith in 2013 and the Year of Consecrated Life in 2014, I
wondered if it would all be too much! In fact, there was a
remarkable popular response. The aim of the Year was easy to
grasp: that we experience afresh God’s mercy ourselves and
then apply it to others. Or more concretely, that we go to
Confession and perform spiritual and corporal works of
mercy. The Holy Year was a time of real renewal and joy, with
many rediscovering, after too long away, the Sacrament of
Penance. Confessions are up! And as our diocesan Enews
attests, schools and parishes are engaging enthusiastically in
all kinds of charitable works of mercy, many facilitated by our
new Caritas Diocese of Portsmouth. I wish to encourage
everyone to continue the good work in 2017. Let us
frequently avail ourselves of the healing balm of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and find new ways to serve the
neediest.

So in 2017, where should our Diocese go? People often ask
me as the Bishop what are my hopes and aspirations: what is
my vision? Not long after my ordination as Bishop in
September 2012, I articulated four priorities: that each
person, each parish community, each Pastoral Area and
Deanery, each school and every ministry within the Diocese is
called 

• to seek out and draw in the un-churched 
and the unbelieving;

• to help everyone develop life-long discipleship, 
spiritual growth and a living relationship with 
Jesus Christ, above all, in the Holy Eucharist;

• to discern the gifts, charisms and vocations
God has given us; and

• to form and support existing and new 
‘creative apostolates’.

These remain my key priorities and over the next months,
with discussion and consultation, I hope to develop these
priorities and to articulate a clearer strategy. It is a process I
want to invite you to join in too. This is the vision, so please
drop me a line as to how you think we might implement it in
practice. 

Let us place the New Year 2017 in God’s hands. May God bless
us in many wonderful ways throughout the Diocese. Let us
thank and praise Him for all His love to us. May Mary
Immaculate and St Edmund of Abingdon protect us with their
prayers.

BISHOP’S BULLETIN

BISHOP OF PORTSMOUTH       Rt Rev Philip A Egan BA, STL, PhD

IN CORDE IESU

In Corde Iesu,

+Philip
Bishop of Portsmouth

‘The Holy Year was a time of real
renewal and joy’

‘I wish to encourage everyone to
continue the good work in 2017’

‘Let us place the New Year 2017
in God’s hands’
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FAITH IN ACTION 

FAITH IN ACTION

L
ike many if not most
catechists, I became a
catechist in spite of
myself, without really
thinking about it. I didn’t

even really know what the word
meant. Mine probably was among
the last names on Sr Marie
Isabelle’s list of potential
catechists when she found me at
the end of the parish Mass and
asked me if I would take over
catechesis for a group of 8-year-
old children preparing for their
first Holy Communion. I was 19, a
student in Bordeaux University,
and the last catechists I had met
were my own more than 10 years
previously. 

My first experience with this great
group of children in Bordeaux,
without a clue as to what a
catechist was supposed to be or
supposed to do, was both exhila-
rating and rather pathetic. I would
work the children up into a frenzy
with action songs and
excitements, and then have no

idea about calming them down
and actually getting something
across to them. We followed the
workbook faithfully and painfully,
boring page by boring page, until I
finally found the courage to take
things in charge by explaining in
my own, sometimes clumsy words,
who Jesus was, what he had done
for us, how he had become the
centre of my life, and was now
knocking at the door of their
hearts. On the day of the children’s
first Holy Communion,
culmination of all our efforts and
joys, I tragically lost my glasses. I
frantically searched the house in
vain and finally rushed blindly to
the church. This meant that I was
unable to identify the children. 

They all came up to me, showing
me (quite uselessly) their pretty
dresses and suits. We prayed
together. Yet the sadness of not
being able to recognise them and
talk to them individually was
piercing: I had first come to a
group, but by now I knew each one
by name and could relate to each
one as a unique, unrepeatable
person. Through catechesis, we
had journeyed together, and God
had given me a share and a
responsibility in opening his

communion of love, not to a
nameless group, but to each one
of these little ones, his beloved
children, called by name. The
ministry of catechesis is truly 
amazing!

Since becoming a sister more than
fifteen years ago, I have enlarged
both knowledge and experience,
and catechesis has now become
one of my passions. I am
convinced that Sr Marie Isabelle’s
invitation all these years ago was
actually prompted by the Holy 
Spirit. It was no accident or second 
choice. Each baptised member of
Jesus Christ has a responsibility to
make him known and the ministry
of catechesis is one of the greatest
(and challenging!) service anyone
can offer his brothers and sisters
in the Church. 

Catechist by
default or by 
vocation?

‘I didn’t even really 
know what the word
[Catechist] meant’

‘The ministry of 
catechesis is truly

amazing!’

‘Through catechesis, 
we had journeyed

together’

Sr Hyacinthe Defos du Rau, OP, is
the leader of the Formation for
Mission team – 
e: ffm@portsmouthdiocese.ork.uk
- responsible for catechesis and
adult formation in the Diocese of
Portsmouth. 

Sr Hyacinthe Defos du
Rau, OP, traces her
pathway to becoming
a catechist



I grew up in the parish of Our Lady of the
Assumption, Hedge End with my four
brothers and one sister. The Catholic faith
was instilled in us from a very early age by
our mother who taught us many aspects
of it from adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament and devotion to Mary, to
concern for the holy souls in Purgatory

and love for the Pope. Unquestionably this understanding
of what it is to be a Catholic has shaped my entire life
and I in turn have tried to pass that onto my five children.

My two great loves in life are the Church and music,
specifically the piano. I have worked as a full-time piano
teacher for over twenty years and take great pleasure in
seeing pupils develop into mature musicians. I have
also held the position of church organist for almost
thirty years, having ‘temporarily’ stepped in, as a
thirteen year old, for several weeks while we waited
for someone else to take over. Alas that never
happened and the parishioners have had to put
up with me ever since!

I have written two books.
The first, Heralds of the
Second Coming deals
with the little-known
aspect of the papal
prophetic charism present
in the popes from Blessed
Pius IX to Benedict XVI. The
second book, Communion
of Saints: The Unity of
Divine Love in the
Mystical Body of Christ
[see p25] seeks to present
the various ways in which
the members of the Church,
both on earth and in
eternity, interrelate with one another, mirroring the unity of
the Most Holy Trinity. It is my ardent hope that this book will
help increase our desire to see the Church as a family in which
we all long for the holiness not only ourselves, but for each
other. 

PERSONALITY PROFILE
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Stephen Walford, musician and writer, talks of his life and work 

Stephen Walford
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With this issue
BEHIND THE SCENES takes a look at …

The Justice, Peace and Social
Responsibility Team

Including you – Acting together for One
World in Peace

Portsmouth, Waterlooville and Fareham
Churches in October embraced the call
of One World Week to build better
understanding and friendship.

This theme for One World Week saw a
return to the educational development
charity’s original campaign purpose:
seeking to bring people together to hear
each others’ perspectives and to share
common values, a reaction to the arrival
of refugees and to concerns over
terrorism:

- Six charities, including the Red Cross,
held a celebration at St John’s Cathedral,
a social occasion to meet refugees from
across the globe.  

- St Thomas’ Cathedral (Portsmouth) held
an evening discussion where local
charites explained their work in
supporting refugees and those fleeing
slavery by highlighting ways in which we
might help.

- Sacred Heart Church (Waterlooville)
held their now traditional International
food evening inviting Colleen Le from
Friends without Borders to speak at a
special international Mass.

- In Fareham there was a tea party with
speakers from Tools for Self-Reliance

The above were just some of the events
organised. One World Week had been
further highlighted in the bulletin
distributed by the Diocesan JPSR as a
great opportunity to put faith into
action.

If you have stories, campaigns to share,
would like to receive the JPSR bulletin,
need help or would like to offer your
services as a JPSR member, please
contact Maureen Thompson:
jpsr@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Composed of Laura Bigoni, Rev John Clumsy, Dominica Roberts, Michael Pengelly, Mike Slinn and Maureen Thompson, the
JPSR team, working within the Diocesan Framework for Collaboration, meets regularly to raise awareness of social justice
issues and to support related activities.  Recently the team worked to help raise the profile of One World Week

1.     Martin Jones conducts the choir.

2.     Fr Kevin receives a raffle prize (donated by 
        Southern Cooperative Stores) in The Offertory. 

3.     The Mayor of Havant Cllr Faith Ponsonby
        with Fr Kevin on her right and Deacon Mark 
        WhiteyWhiting on her left with children of
        the Parish after the International Mass

4.     Three members of the Parish in National 
        Dress - India, Martinique, South Africa after
      the International Mass

5-7.  The now traditional ‘global supper’ at 
        Sacred Heart 

1
2

3
4

5
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Shortly before Advent, I attended a
conference on Laudato Si’ and its

implications for humans and our
common home, organised by the
Portsmouth Diocese. While it has been
reported on elsewhere, as a young person
and a student of climate change I had a
unique perspective on the events.

As a new postgraduate in London, I have
found that I tend to introduce myself
with my name followed closely by my
degree – to which I find that people

commonly respond
by letting me
know how happy
they are that I will
be saving us all.
Which is quite a
heavy burden to

put upon my
shoulders. In
fact, it is not
s o m e t h i n g
which should be
upon any one of
us alone; the
responsibility for
climate change

and its impacts belongs to all of us, as
does the obligation to do all that we can
to combat it.

Being a part of the younger generation –
the oft-disparaged as ‘millennials’ – I am
often left feeling as though those who
have gone before me have left me and
my peers with an uncommonly hopeless
legacy in a ravaged planet and warming
climate; while those in power continue
to stall when faced with calls for
counter-measures. Those of us born
closer to the turn of the millennium than
the middle of the century will be living
on this planet, our common home, long
after those who ignored the first
warnings of climatologists fifty-odd
years ago are gone. And so it is easy to
become deflated when looking at the
melting ice, rising temperatures, growing
oil fields and simply give up on finding a
solution.

But, as I was reminded at the conference
a few weeks ago, there is no shortage of
people willing to do their part. Listening
to a panel of interfaith community
leaders discuss and agree on the climate

issue was nothing short of inspiring: a
compelling illustration of how humans
must come together, in openness and
understanding, to save our common
home. Also brought to the forefront was
the role which the Church may have to
play in turning the tide against climate
change, in leading changes in lifestyle
from a ‘throwaway society’ to one in
which we can recognise when we have
enough, and cease grasping for more and
more until there is nothing left. If, as was
suggested, we can view ourselves as a
part of nature, instead of apart from
nature, then we can begin to fix our
damaged relationship with it. If we view
the environment as ‘the new poor’,
understanding that it has been stamped
down and used to help us climb to the
top, then we will see how we are called to
do something about it.

The importance of events such as this
one lies in their ability to speak to people
of all and any faiths about an issue which
affects us all: to take the science of
climate change and place it beside the
theology of our actions, reframing the
issue in the light of hope, and faith in
humanity’s ability to change. It reminded
me that climate science, complex as it is,
is devoid of closed systems and that we,
so entrenched as we are in our roles as
users and abusers of the environment,
must avoid closing ourselves to the needs
of our planet. In the words of a favourite
author of mine, John Green: ‘The world
may be broken, but hope is not crazy.’

TEENS & 20s
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Lucrezia Slinn is a member of the Hampshire Downs Parish and is currently studying
for a Masters Degree in Climate Change at University College, London.  With regard
to the Laudato Si’ Conference, a fuller report by Lucrezia of the day’s proceedings
appears as an online supplement to this issue of PP: www.portsmouthpeople.org.uk

TEENS & 20sTEENS & 20s
Lucrezia Slinn reports on our collective
responsibility for climate change

‘It is easy to become deflated when
looking at the melting ice …’

‘But … there is no shortage of
people willing to do their part’

‘The world may be broken,
but hope is not crazy’
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Quotable Quotes

‘I foresee all sorts of unforeseen
problems’

Sir Humphrey (Yes Minister)

‘Postponement: the sincerest form of
rejection’

Robert Half

‘To say nothing, especially when
speaking, is half the art of diplomacy’

Will Durant

‘I won’t insult your intelligence by
suggesting you really believe what you
have just said’

William F. Buckley

‘There are those who seek knowledge for
the sake of knowledge; that is Curiosity.
There are those who seek knowledge to
be known by others; that is Vanity. There
are those who seek knowledge in order
to serve; that is Love’

Bernard of Clairvaux

‘His speeches go on for so long because
he has nothing to say, so he has no way
of knowing when he has finished saying
it’

John Major on Neil Kinnock

‘If God wanted us to vote, He would have
given us candidates’

Jay Leno

‘The older I get, the better I used to be’
Connie Hawkins

‘The problem with beauty is that it’s like
being born rich and getting poorer’

Joan Collins

‘Be yourself, everyone else is taken’
Oscar Wilde

‘If only I had a little humility, I’d be
perfect’

Ted Turner

‘On a coffin there are two dates; the
date of your birth, the date of your
death and there is a little dash in
between the two – the hyphen. The most
important of those three things on the
coffin is actually the hyphen,
representing your life between birth and
death’

Sister Anne Donockley, 
an Augustinian nun from Cumbria, who
died of a heart condition in April 2016.
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John worships at the Church of Our Lady in Fleet and is in the choir
there.  He is a keen ecumenist and is a former Chairman of the Diocesan
Commission for Christian Unity.  He has been a regular contributor to
Portsmouth People for some years with his column Parsons Pointers.

My paper has a daily feature from the First World War 100 years ago. The
other day as I read that day's offering it struck me that 2016 marked the
centenary of my parents’ wedding on Christmas Eve. Dad was in the
services at the time. People of that generation lived through uncertain
times. As youngsters, their country had been at war in South Africa and in
due course they were to endure another war. In my parents’ case, they were
also to lose their first born, my brother Michael, who was killed in air
operations in 1943. Actually it was only a few years ago that we found out
what happened to his plane, mainly through the work of a German
researcher. Michael’s posthumous daughter was at last able to visit her
father’s resting place.

Families are so important and they
each have many stories and they are

precious. In our family there was an
occasion when my mother in her sixties had

got terribly worried that there may be something wrong with their
marriage. She was baptised Mary Margaret but always called Maggy at
home as a girl. So when they married, Dad put her name on the marriage
certificate as Margaret Mary. She got so worked up about this that a letter
was sent to the Registrar General’s office asking if it could be put right.

There was a very courteous response to the effect that it could only be
accomplished by a visit to the original Registry Office. But the writer added
very gently that the certificate in its present form did not invalidate the
marriage. I remember being very impressed by the kindness of the writer
of this letter. As a Civil Servant, it pleased me to see humanity coming
through an official source. That whole episode bore in on me the
importance of marriage and family and the importance also of realising
how troubled people can become about what to others may seem small
matters.

And so, as I reflect on this centenary, I give thanks for the love my parents
gave to each other and to all of us and I thank God that our children have
not had to endure that tragedy of large-scale wars affecting every aspect
of life. Love and peace are estimable qualities; they need to be valued and
perpetuated. And that requires effort and quite often a good slice of prayer
for good measure! And a happy Christmas and New Year to all our readers.

Parsons Pointers
with John Parsons

‘Families are so important’

‘I give thanks for the love my parents gave to each other’

‘Love and peace are estimable qualities’
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