


















[The joke refers to the Catholics in Heaven

thinking they are the only ones there. Ed.]

�

[By the way, Neville, thank you for your kind comments about

Portsmouth People. I draw attention to Calendar and the

references to Information Evenings. Ed.]

�
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LETTERS

The Editor regrets being unable (1) toenter into correspondence other thanthrough the pages of the magazineand (2) to accept for publication anycopy, including Letters, submittedother than electronically.

[A CD of some of the reflections in Petals of Prayer,

complemented by gentle reflective music, is

available from Sister Siobhán, a Registered

General Nurse with specialist training in Dementia

Care who holds a Masters Degree in Applied

Theology, Justice, Peace and Mission Studies. Ed.]

Fr Jeremy replies: ‘(1) While the translation of the new Missal was

indeed approved in 2008, I understand that there have been various

subsequent changes of wording. (2) St Paul uses similar parallelism

between “many” and “all” in Romans 5:18-19. “The many” is often a

Semitism for “the entirety of a large number”. According to 1

Timothy 2:6, Christ gave himself as a ransom for all.’

�

CONFUSION AND DISUNITY

I am writing in relation to a letter I read in the December/January 2010/11
edition of your magazine from a Ms Paula Matthews (‘Bravo!’).  Ms
Matthews refers to an article by Fr Jeremy Corley in a previous edition of the
magazine about a new translation of the Missal.  A couple of points struck
me about the letter - apart from its mildly triumphalist tone which somehow
seems inappropriate – and the issue raised.

Firstly, the letter and Fr Corley’s article refer to the ‘proposed new
translation’ when in fact the new translation, proposed by the International
Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL), was approved in 2008 by the
competent Vatican authorities as being a more accurate interpretation of
the Latin original.  This translation will be introduced in the English-speaking
Church although I have not seen anything in writing from Portsmouth
Diocese about when this will be.  It is surprising that Fr Corley is unaware,
particularly as a teacher of priests at Ushaw College.

The second point concerns the somewhat implausible argument that we
should interpret ‘for many’ (in the new translation) as meaning ‘for all’.  There
may be a sophisticated theological argument not clear to me why this is so.
However, it seems very strange that an Old Testament text is being used to
justify contradiction of the New Testament.  Perhaps to avoid unnecessary
confusion and disunity among lay Catholics such arguments are best
reserved to theological circles. 

As the Pope has said pointedly to the bishops of this country during their Ad
Limina in Rome and during his visit to this country, there is an urgent need
to lead people in faith and truth.  I would hope that this mobilises bishops to
respond swiftly to avoid the sort of ambiguities raised by Fr Corley.

Neville McNally
Southsea

P.S. I commend you for the professional presentation of the magazine.

PETALS OF PRAYER

Society is becoming increasingly concerned about the rising incidence of

dementia and the challenges faced by people living with dementia, carers,

service providers and third sector organisations.  My ministry is the

support for younger people with early onset dementia and I have written a

book of prayers and reflections for people with dementia and their carers.

Each prayer is supported with appropriate scripture references.  Petals

of Prayer, published by Kevin Mayhew @ £9.99 (viewable online at

www.kevinmayhew.com), also contains factual information about

dementia, resource lists, and signposting to helpful organisations.  

Sister Siobhán O'Keeffe

Sacred Heart Convent

Goresbrook Road

Dagenham
Essex RM9 6XD

[The review of Jo’s book by Judith Lewis, retired

School Chaplain to Oaklands Catholic Secondary

School, is posted on www.portsmouthpeople.org.uk

as an online supplement to this issue of PP. Ed.]

�

WALKING WITH LOVE AND AUTISM

My book, Walking with Love and Autism, is finally complete and

available from the Athena press website, www.athenapress.com,

or from the Amazon bookshop at www.amazon.com where it is

available at a special introductory price: simply type in the book

title or the author (that would be me), click on the picture of the

book or the title beside it.  50% of my personal profits have

been pledged towards the building of our fantastic new Catholic

Church in the parish of The Sacred Heart in Waterlooville. 

Jo Austin
Waterlooville

DAYLIGHT ROBBERY

You’ve stolen my joke! [See Editorial of previous issue].  

In 1950 I was an Anglican teaching in Southampton.  A series oftalks was set up in St Anne’s Girls School by Fr Brian Scantleburyand Fr Terry Walsh.  I was interested so I went along.  I had no desireto become a Catholic and had been brought up to the teaching thatCatholics were the only people to be redeemed.  At the firstmeeting I was all prepared to feel hostile but I was completelybowled over by that joke as Fr Scantlebury opened the evening!  

It took me two years to learn to understand (and love) the Faith –and I was received on 8 December 1952.  In 1984 I joined CanonScantlebury in Basingstoke as housekeeper and came with himthat year to Southsea.  I was with him until he died in 2008.  

I worked for many years in RCIA and I’m sure I used that joke eachtime.

Peggy Tudor
Southsea

P.S.  Thank you for so-pleasing presentations of  PP.



FEATURE

LoF Administrator Graham Palethorpe introduces his role

The Living Our Faith job specification was
quite clear. The role of the Fundraising
Campaign Administrator was to process all
pledges and payments onto the campaign
system, to maintain accurate records; to
reconcile all payments made into the
Living Our Faith office; to generate
correspondence and to input parishioner

data on to the campaign system.  The job description then
detailed specific duties which ran on for just a page or two!

However, the item that immediately appealed was the
requirement for empathy thereby enabling the post-holder to
relate to fellow parishioners whenever they ring or contact the
office for any number of reasons. It’s crucial to have what is
commonly called the ‘soft skills’ when talking with fellow parish-
ioners, particularly when conversation is usually centred on the
subject of pledges and pledge payment. All our contributors to
the campaign have been so generous not only financially but
also in spirit and it’s an absolute joy to speak with so many on
the telephone. Most calls are followed up by a letter not only to
confirm any agreements made but also to show our appreciation
and respect for that person’s time and effort. 

The most interesting area of work is taking the minutes of the
Living Our Faith Impact Committee which is responsible to the
Bishop and Diocesan Trustees for ensuring the campaign is both
accountable and transparent and delivers on its objectives and
commitments to the Diocese of Portsmouth. To date £245,000
has already been allocated from the Diocesan Lay Formation
Fund covering a diversity of projects from World Youth Day in
Madrid supporting 163 youth from across the Diocese to hiring
youth and support workers in Portsmouth, Southampton and
Jersey. Local Parish Funds amounting to a further £241,000 have
been allocated to several parishes across the Diocese such as St
Swithun Wells for church and communication improvements,
North Hinksey to support various charities such as Chiphaso
Parish in Malawi and the Porch Steppin (spelt correctly) Stone
project for homeless people. Other projects included
Christchurch St Joseph’s New Hall Project which was allocated
£26,000, and Havant who kindly donated several thousand
pounds to their neighbouring parishes of Waterlooville and
Leigh Park [See Movers & Shakers in the previous issue of PP].

To date approximately one third of the parishioners in the
Diocese of Portsmouth have pledged £13M to the Living Our
Faith campaign. It would be so wonderful if other families who
are currently thinking of contributing to Living Our Faith were
to do so. This would enable the campaign to further the
Diocesan Pastoral Plan Go out and Bear Fruit. Please consider
giving to this unique and hugely worthwhile campaign.
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Graham Palethorpe, Living Our Faith Administrator, who was
featured in the previous issue of PP [See Personality Profile]
can be contacted at St Edmund House, Edinburgh Road,
Portsmouth PO1 3QA.  t: 023 9283 6518

WOW!
With this issue we introduce Words of Wisdom for those 

keen and ardent ‘wordsters’ among PP‘s readers.

ACROSS
1 One of three gifts from 

the kings
2 Of or pertaining to a pope
5 Anthem or psalm sung before

the Communion service
9 Person being instructed 

before baptism
11 The Word of God as recorded by

one of the four disciples:
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

16 Student of Jesus during his
ministry

17 Of or relating to Easter
18 Vessel for displaying

consecrated host
20 Literally one who is sent forth, 

a messenger
23 Transgression
26 Utterance of blessing
30 On top of a column
32 Bishop's hat
33 Song of praise
34 Part of penitential rite (Greek:

Lord)
35 There's nothing ordinary about

this initiative!
37 Used to carry a host
38 Where to robe and keep

vestments

DOWN
1 Of, relating to Mary
3 Lamb (Latin)
4 Sunday after Easter
6 Traditionally thrown over

bride and groom
7 Mass for the dead
8 Type of gate, a doorway in a

larger door
10 Cassock
12 The Templars were each one
13 Taken to become a nun
14 The life of God within us
15 Christian initiation for adults

(abbrev.)
19 Critical stone in an arch
21 Repository for vestments,

vessels etc.
22 Soft landing for those at prayer
23 Outward sign of inward grace
24 Trainee priest
25 Calling
27 Grotesque spout projecting 

from building
28 Type of buttress, extended to

spread load
29 Summary of principles

of religion
31 Act of public worship
36 Ceremony or observance

Turn to page 21 for the solutions
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEWMAN CONFERENCE:
John Henry Newman – Theologian for
the Contemporary Church.  21 May at
Sarum College, Salisbury.  See
announcement inside front cover and
online supplement.

CELEBRATION OF SIGNIFICANT
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:
Bishop Crispian will celebrate a special
Mass at 11.00 am on Sat. 18 June at St
Bede’s church, Popley Way, Basingstoke
for those celebrating Silver, Ruby, Golden,
Diamond and Diamond plus (i.e., above
60th) wedding anniversaries in 2011. The
Mass is not only for Catholics married to
Catholics but for all married couples in
our diocesan community. Attendance by
invitation only.  Contact Katja Babei e:
kbabei@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk t: 013
2983 5583     

GREEN GOES THE VATICAN-O!
Eco-pioneer Pope Benedict XVI wants The
Vatican to become a carbon-neutral state.
Solar cooling units have already been
installed in the Vatican’s main canteen
and in the Paul VI Audience Hall. The next
step is a solar-powered Popemobile.

DIOCESAN CURIA: Our Diocesan Curia
is composed of: (1) Dept. for Finance and
Property; (2) Dept. for Pastoral Formation;
(3) Dept. for Schools; (4) The Bamenda
Cttee; (5) Diocesan Liturgical Buildings
Advisory Cttee; (6) Diocesan Safeguarding
Commission; (7) IT and Communications.
Central contact: The Diocesan Curia, St
Edmund’s House, Edinburgh Road,
Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 3QA  t: 023
9282 5430  f: 023 9287 2424 

UNION OF CATHOLIC MOTHERS:
The UCM (Portsmouth) is to hold its AGM
in Guernsey on 7 May. The weekend at St
Pierre Park Hotel with Spiritual Director, Fr
Joe Gruszkiewicz, includes: celebratory
Saturday evening dinner; Sunday Mass at
St Joseph’s and tour of the Island; Monday
visit to ‘Liberation Day’ celebrations.
Contact Pat Durrant (Media Officer
Portsmouth UCM) t: 017 2233 1449 

ROAD TO LOURDES: 

The Lourdes
R o a d s h o w ,
presented by Fr
John Cooke
(See inset) at
n u m e r o u s
points across
the diocese,
got off to a
flying start at
the Cathedral
with many
wanting details
of the Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes (19-26 August).
Contact Fr John Cooke on t: 014 8957
2797 e: office@stmm.org.uk

PP INDEX: The index of PP contents
since moving to magazine format is now
available and posted online
(www.portsmouthpeople.org.uk).
Grateful thanks to Fr Michael Peters (See
Priest’s Profile Vol 10-5) for bringing this
about.

PP POWERPOINT:
Communication Officers in PAs
(Pastoral Areas) and parishes interested
in an emailout of a short PowerPoint
presentation on Portsmouth People
plus guidelines for contributions are
asked to contact: 
editor@portsmouthpeople.org.uk 

We pay tribute
to Kenneth
W i l l i a m
Stevenson (9
N o v e m b e r
1949 – 12
January 2011),
eighth Church
of England

Bishop of Portsmouth from 1995. Born
in Edinburgh, with a PhD from the
University of Southampton and a DD
from the University of Manchester,
Kenneth was married with four
children. 

Bishop Crispian comments: ‘I was very
sorry to hear of the death of my good
friend, Bishop Kenneth Stevenson.
Kenneth had battled with ill health for
a number of years and he was always
courageous and optimistic in his
suffering.  I am happy for him and for
Sarah, his wife, that he had been able
to enjoy some months of retirement
before the onset of this last illness. My
prayers are, of course, for him and also
for Sarah and all the family. May he
rest in peace.’

Father Peter Sprague RIP

Peter Sprague died in his sleep on the
night of 14 January after a long battle
with cancer of the liver.

Fr Peter was 46 years old and had 
been ordained at St Boniface in
Southampton on 6 June 1992. He then
worked as assistant priest in Guernsey,
then to become the Hospital Chaplain
in Portsmouth. After three years in this
post he became parish priest of St
Swithun’s, Yateley, from where he
retired in 2007 through increasing ill
health. He underwent surgery for
bowel cancer in 2007.  It was then
discovered that the cancer had spread
to the liver and was inoperable. He was
living in retirement in Portchester and,
for as long as he could, was a very
ready and useful source of priestly
supply in the surrounding parishes.

His funeral was held at St John’s
Cathedral on 28 January, and followed
by burial at Portchester.  Requiescat in
pace.

The homily to Peter, by Canon David
Hopgood, and photographic tribute
appear as an online supplement to this
issue: www.portsmouthpeople.org.uk.



HELP SOLVE A MYSTERY:

Can anyone
shed light
on the
subject of
this portrait,
dated 1952
and signed
Maurice
Marsh?

NEWS IN BRIEF (STOP PRESS)
• As we go to press, news comes in of the 

terrible sufferings (earthquake, tsunami 
and radiation) befalling the Japanese 
people whom we keep in our thoughts 
and prayers.

• In honour of Bishop Crispian, Portsmouth
City Council are renaming Edinburgh 
Road alongside St John's Cathedral 
BISHOP CRISPIAN WAY. We report more 
fully in our next issue.

• We regret to announce the recent deaths
of Deacon Jerome Morland and John 
Doyle, father of Bishop Peter. 
Requiescant in pace.

• In his new book on Christ, Pope Benedict
XVI exonerates the Jewish people for the 
crucifixion and death of Christ

• St George Catholic College (Southampton)
launches new website: 
www.stgeorgecollege.co.uk

• New Zealand. Immediately following the 
earthquake (measuring 6.3 on the Richter
Scale), sporadic communications were 
established between our diocese and 
Christchurch (NZ) - twinned with 
Christchurch (Dorset) - where the
Catholic community
[Visit www.chch.catholic.org.nz]
and others have registered gratitude for 
our concerns and the help on offer 
from the UK.  We are asked to keep 
the 166 who died and all others 
affected by the disaster in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

BECOME ONE BODY ONE SPIRIT
IN CHRIST - INTERACTIVE DVD
ON NEW TRANSLATION OF
ROMAN MISSAL

The forthcoming new
translation of the
Roman Missal will
offer the Church in
England and Wales an
opportunity to deepen
its understanding and
celebration of the
Eucharist. A key

resource for catechesis will be the
interactive DVD Become One Body One
Spirit in Christ recently published by the
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.
This DVD has been produced by the
International Commission on English in
the Liturgy to assist individuals and
parishes to explore the Church’s teaching
on the Mass and discover the riches of the
new translation. There are over 6 hours of
video on the DVD featuring experts from
around the world talking about many
aspects of the liturgy including insights
into the process of translation and
commentaries on the texts, reflections on
liturgical ministry - ordained and lay - and
sections on music and the liturgical
environment.

For information about the new translation:
http://www.missal.org.uk/

To order your copy of the interactive DVD:
http://www.catholicchurch.org.uk/
missal-dvd
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

READ PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE
ONLINE AT      

WWW.PORTSMOUTHPEOPLE.ORG.UK

WOW! Solutions to our freeform
crossword on page 19

Catholic Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament, Christchurch (NZ)

1:There are no Ss’s in the word THAT.
2:The names of the four Gospel
writers appear in the correct order,
but each name is written backwards.
4:WORD SEARCH: Bonnet, Bride,
Coloured Eggs, Daffodils, Easter,
Easter Bunny, Egg Hunt, Eggs, Flowers,
Presents, Rebirth, Spring.

JUST FOR JUNIORS
Turn this page upside
down to read the
solutions and answers to
this issue's JfJ section.

Part-time post – Hours: 24 hours a week.
Salary up to £24,000 per annum – Pro Rata

1 year contract with the possibility to extend

This is an appointment by the Diocese of
Plymouth for the four Catholic Parishes of Poole
in partnership with the Catholic Schools.

The Catholic Parishes of Poole wish to appoint,
from June 2011 (or as soon as possible), a
suitably qualified, dynamic and committed
practising Catholic with vision, energy and
enthusiasm. There will be the opportunity to build
on and develop youth ministry. This will involve a
commitment to develop further our work in terms
of spirituality, worship and pastoral care.

This is an exciting opportunity to
work on your own initiative and to
be part of the wider church and
school communities.

Please contact
stephrogers2010@hotmail.com
or 012 0274 6539 for application
pack.

Closing date for application 
29 April 2011
Interview date w/c 16 May

The Catholic Parishes 
of Poole, Dorset

Appointment of Catholic
Community Youth Worker



‘Well, if I change my mind, you’ll have to
force me!’  I must have been only about
8 years old at the time but I remember
the scene vividly. I had just declared to
my Mum my intention of becoming a
nun when I grew up. She had been
pleased to hear this news, as she had
always striven to foster within the souls
of her children a deep love of Christ, but
my older sisters had, as she pointed out
to me, said the same thing when they
had been small. I remember stamping my
foot in despair, ‘Please, please promise to
force me if I change my mind. I don’t
want to change my mind!’ But no
amount of pleading and wailing would
persuade her to agree. I remember
feeling indignant about her lack of
cooperation, but also inwardly distressed
by the fact that one day I might stop
desiring something which I wanted more
than anything I could think of.

Call from God
I don’t know why I desired the religious
life with the ardour I did. I was far too
young to know what it meant to be a
nun. But the call was there, and somehow
I sensed it, without in any way being able
to express it. The word vocation comes
from the Latin word vocare which means
‘to call’. A vocation is a call from God, a
call of love from His Heart to the heart of
the one called. In my case the call came
early on. Thank God it did, for I was still

open and receptive enough to be able to
hear it clearly. I feel that this early call
was an act of mercy on the part of God
and I am always edified when I hear
stories of people discerning a call much
later on in life and still being open
enough to respond with generosity and
enthusiasm.

Response to His Call
Many years had to pass before I was able
to answer the call of love, and in my teens
my enthusiasm for the religious life was
by no means as forceful as it had been. I
think that this was a necessary part of the
process of learning to respond fully to His
call. If I had stuck to the resolution I had
made at 8 years old and held to this ideal
against all odds, there would have been
the danger that my vocation was
something I had chosen to do rather than
a listening to and discerning the real call
of God. The stubborn determination to do
what I thought God wanted me to do had
to change to a willing and loving
acceptance of God’s Will, simply because
it is His Will and for no other reason.

Taking the First Steps
I settled on nursing as a prospective
career and as I had a year to spare at the
end of my ‘A’ levels, I worked as a nursing

assistant in the JR hospital in Oxford
while at the same time securing a place at
University to study nursing the following
year. But the desires of my heart were
pulling me in a different direction. During
a family holiday to the Isle of Wight a
couple of years earlier we had visited St
Cecilia’s Abbey in Ryde, and as I had
prayed in the church with my Mum I had
experienced an overwhelming sense that
this was where God wanted me to be. As
the start date of my nursing course drew
near, I grew more and more
uncomfortable and when I received a
letter from the University asking for a
definite confirmation of acceptance, I
knew I had to act and I arranged a visit to
the Abbey.

I loved my visit to St Cecilia’s. Everything
about the life delighted me: the glorious
liturgy, the warm and friendly
community, the work in the large garden
and altar bread department, and above all
the powerful atmosphere of peace and
recollection which seemed, literally, to
breathe holiness. A few days inside the
monastery was all the incentive I needed
to send off the letter to the University
with a tick in the box by the statement
rejecting the place. This was a big weight
off my mind and I felt very happy with
the decision.
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All for Love: A Vocation

PEOPLE

A Novice of St Cecilia’s Abbey (Ryde, Isle of Wight) 
reflects on her calling

[We continue with part two in our
forthcoming issue.]

‘I don’t know why I desired
the religious life with the 

ardour I did’

FAITH IN ACTION
FEATURE



The Solemn Monastic Profession of
Margaret Ross took place on 11
November, Feast of St Martin, at St

Cecilia's Abbey, Ryde, on the Isle of Wight.  Fr
Abbot Cuthbert Borgan of Farnborough
presided at the 2-hour-long ceremony, when
Bishop Crispian was unable to come at the
last minute due to gale-force winds and rain.
Also present in the sanctuary were Fr Gregory
Corcoran and Fr Nicholas Spencer of Quarr, Fr
Anthony Glaysher of St Mary’s Ryde, and two
monks of Pluscarden, Fr Matthew Tylor and Fr
Benedict Hardy. 

A large group witnessed the ceremony,
including the professed’s parents and twin
brother and sister-in-law who came from the
USA, while forty-seven guests came from
Scotland, among them a contingent from Sr
Margaret's former parish of St Joseph's in
Dundee.  

All the guests, many of whom were non-
Catholic, appreciated the Latin Mass sung in
Gregorian chant. Sr Margaret sang the
traditional antiphons as she made her vows
and received the monastic cowl, black veil,
gold ring and the book of the Divine Office.
Sr Margaret became a Catholic in 2000 and

was an oblate of Pluscarden Abbey where Fr
Benedict was oblate master. It was he who
helped guide Sr Margaret’s steps to the Abbey
when she realised that life as an oblate would
not fulfil her desires. 

After the ceremony, Sr Margaret's novitiate
companions greeted her, from l-r: Sr
Elizabeth Burgess, who looks forward to
Solemn Profession this year; Sr Mary Thomas
Brown who made her First Profession on 18
October last year; Clara Beards who entered
the abbey as a postulant last September and
Sr Marie-Therese Dempsey who received the
habit earlier last year on 9 July.  There are
twenty-nine in the community, with an age
range from 22 to 90.  Sr Margaret runs the
abbey’s vegetable garden and also makes
candles (with wax from the Abbey’s bees).

In Reading a group of about fifteen,
under the leadership of David Elliott, are
attending St James’ Church.

In the Isle of Wight, Jonathan Redvers
Harris is leading a group of more than 20
who are worshipping at St Mary’s, Ryde. 

In the Christchurch area, a similar-sized
group led by Graham Smith are dividing
their time between St Joseph’s and Our
Lady Queen of Peace in Southbourne.

Three groups in the Diocese have now taken their first steps towards becoming Catholics under the provisions of the Anglican
Ordinariate.  Since the beginning of Lent they have been attending sessions to learn about the Faith, with a view to being
received into the Church at Easter.

Meanwhile their pastors have embarked on a programme of intense study in preparation for their Ordination as Catholic Priests
at Pentecost.  This includes weekly sessions at Allen Hall in London, the Seminary for the Westminster Diocese.

ORDINARIATE UPDATE

We feature the three former Anglican clergymen leading groups into the Catholic Church.  Left to Right:  David Elliott, Jonathan
Redvers Harris and Graham Smith.

Portsmouth People hopes to bring you a further report on progress in the next edition.

FAITH IN ACTION
FEATURE

SOLEMN MONASTIC PROFESSION
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Portsmouth People is
looking for more junior
correspondents.  If you
have a joke, story, prayer,
photograph, report or
comment to add to the JfJ
page or anywhere else in
PP, then great!  Just ask
an adult member of your
family or your teacher
(with parental consent) to send it to the Editor
stating your name, age and parish.

PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE

FEATURE

You’ll find the answers in News and Announcements

A friend [when you are] in need is a friend indeed
Ancient proverb

Just for Juniors

2: WHAT’S HAPPENED?
See if you can spot what’s happened here: 

WE HTT AMKR A MEKU LNH OJ

3: ROYAL WEDDING
Using the letters in
the two words
ROYAL
WEDDING see
how many other
words you can
make.  Here’s a
start: God; ding;
dong; year; goal … 

4. EASTER WORD SEARCH
Reading horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight
directions, see if you can find the 12 expressions (one word or
even two!) related to Easter in this grid:

Sam has now been asked if
he’d like to be a prefect or rep
at school, perhaps for his class
or even his year. He knew
there’d be some privileges but,
as he had also learned, you
don’t get privileges without
responsibilities. But that
seemed a fair deal to Sam.
Congratulations!

Becky likes to
tease you: ‘At 6
sharp on sunny
s u m m e r
Sundays, seven
smiling Scottish
singers stand

serenely in the sunlit sacristy
sweetly singing several sacred
psalms.  So, how many Ss’s in
that?’

1: READ CAREFULLY,
ANSWER THE
QUESTION

WHETHER THE WEATHER …
Whether the weather be fine, 
Whether the weather be not,
Whether the weather be cold or
Whether the weather be not,
We’ll weather the weather 
Whatever the weather,
Whether we like it or not.

Anonymous

S  G  G  E  D  E  R  U  O  L  O  C

R  J  K  H  Q  T  W  X  K  F  Q  Z

R  W  C  T  X  T  N  U  H  G  G  E

C  L  D  S  J  D  P  L  V  R  P  Z

S  R  G  G  H  M  Y  H  N  R  R  Q

R  G  G  G  N  A  T  H  E  D  E  T

E  K  T  J  N  R  T  S  H  B  T  G

W  P  Q  R  I  I  E  S  Z  R  S  N

O  F  K  B  Z  N  R  N  G  I  A  M

L  B  E  P  T  Q  H  P  N  D  E  M

F  R  M  S  W  K  G  G  S  E  B  M

Y  E  A  S  T  E  R  B  U  N  N  Y
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Both these men are Professors of Ethics,
Hauerwas at Duke University, Carolina, and
Northcott at the University of Edinburgh.
Their styles of preaching could hardly be
more different, but both in their collections
here represented have a freshness, a
challenge and a certain definite ‘bite’ about
them.  The former presents us with 17 of
what he considers his best offerings, whilst
the latter gives the reader 32.  Northcott
covers the whole first decade of our 21st
century, whilst Hauerwas just its last five
years.

Northcott describes himself as a ‘hairy
leftie’ [cf., p.179], and as his subtitle
suggests, he centres on issues that are ‘live’,
from the arms race to climate change, from
global corporations to a variety of environ-

mental issues.  His sermons are classed into
the times of the Church’s year from Advent
to St Francistide, and include a selection
from Ordinary Time.

Hauerwas selects his from various events at
university or local church, as well as
personal key moments in the life of friends:
a baptism, a wedding and an ordination. All
are deeply rooted in scripture and, as the
subtitle of the selection suggests, are
rooted in a cross-shattered Church. 

Pick up these books and they will stop you
in your tracks, give you fresh insights,
possibly make you re-think some of your
attitudes.  And for those who have to
preach on a regular basis, they will give you
plenty to dip into.

Belgian Connections
With this issue of Portsmouth People we offer a
‘community communications checklist’ for Belgian
nationals and for others in our diocese with Internet
access who are interested in Belgium:

(Similar 'Community Connections' compilations
are welcome for other nationalities. Ed.)

This is the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s Lent Book
2011.  As  Archbishop Rowan

says himself in his Foreword: ‘This is about
humility as the deepest kind of realism.  It
will resonate profoundly with all who are
hungry for truth.’  And it certainly is not
just for Lent!  Timely and deep, this is an
inspiring first work from a compassionate
and understanding man who clearly has his
pastoral feet planted very firmly on the
good earth, and who has an ability to
translate his and others’ lived daily
experience into simple truths that last.

This book has a deepfelt touch of Jesus
about it and an earthy feel which really
does get down to the nitty-gritty and the
dust and clod we are fashioned from.  All is
done with great gentleness as the author
takes the reader through nine chapters
replete with sound spiritual common sense
and simplicity.  

The barefoot image is often alluded to,
from Moses at the burning bush to the

Lindisfarne ‘plodge’ – as the short
pilgrimage barefoot over the sands to the
island at low tide is known.  After all, the
very word ‘humility’ comes from the Latin
word humus, which is betimes the dry and
dusty or wet and messy clod felt beneath
our naked human feet. 

Letting one’s own feet be washed at the
Holy Thursday Eucharist, or having the
privilege to get on one’s knees and be
allowed to touch another’s feet, then
wash and kiss them, is a pivotal moment
in the life of the Church’s year.  It echoes
Jesus at his best and also recalls the
moment when Jesus let his own feet be
anointed and washed with tears by Mary
in the Gospels.

Generosity lies at the heart of the book,
for the awareness grows that all is gift of
our loving God, and the barefoot disciple
wants to follow and imitate as far as
possible the generosity of a very human
Jesus, the original barefoot disciple. Buy it
and grow!

Just a click away…
We continue with our
compendium of worthy websites:
www.PortsmouthDiocese.org.uk/LivingOurFaith/ 
- LoF news and information

www.workers.org 
- Movement of Christian Workers

www.MarysMeals.org 
- daily meals in school for 500,000 3rd World children

www.catholic-hierarchy.org/country/bgb3.html 
- deceased Bishops

www.missio.org.uk 
- Association for the Propagation of the Faith (APF)

www.flickr.com/photos/catholicism 
- Catholic Church (England and Wales)’s photostream

www.CatholicDoors.com/courses/roman.htm 
- priests’ vestments

www.MillHillMissionaries.com
- Mill Hill Missionaries (MHM)

(URLs are generally not case sensitive. Title/Upper casing is to improve

readability. Submissions for ‘JACA’ warmly invited. Ed.)

Country Profile (BBC):
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/
country_profiles/999709.stm
(Note underscore between country and profiles)

Tourism and travel information:
www.lonelyplanet.com/belgium

Travel Guide: 
http://www.worldtravelguide.net/belgium  
(Note underscore between country and guide)

National Tourist Office: 
http://www.visitbelgium.com 

Travel advice: 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-
abroad/travel-advice-by-country/europe/belgium 

Internet Radio Stations (85 available):
www.live-radio.net/ 

Further details:
http://www.1800-countries.com >
http://www.travelnotes.org/Europe/belgium.htm

BOOKMARK
Fr Denis Blackledge SJ selects some 
Lenten and Easter reads
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Barefoot Disciple
Walking the Way of Passionate Humility
Stephen Cherry   Continuum pbk, pp179, 2011, £9.99

A Cross-Shattered Church
Reclaiming the Theological Heart of Preaching
Stanley Hauerwas    DLT pbk, pp160, 2010, £12.95

Cuttle Fish, Clones and Cluster Bombs
Preaching, Politics and Ecology
Michael S. Northcott    DLT pbk, pp234, 2010, £14.99



Above: Greengrocers and chicken sellers, Colombia 
(photo credit: Paul Smith/CAFOD)

Left: Profulla Sarkar, shopkeeper, Bangladesh 
(photo credit: Simon Rawles/CAFOD)

When we think of
business or the
private sector, what

often springs to mind are
massive corporations such as
Nike and Apple. We tend not to
think of the smaller examples of
business: the little stall in a
marketplace in Bangladesh, and
the rural coffee farmer in Timor-
Leste.

In fact, the vast majority of enterprises in developing countries
are made up of small-scale farmers, artisans and local
entrepreneurs. You may remember Amparo from the last
edition of Portsmouth People - a Colombian mother who
restarted her life and that of her family by starting a small
metal furniture-making business.  Small businesses provide
nearly two-thirds of all industrial jobs in Amparo's home
country, and represent a whopping 90 percent of the total
business sector in Latin America as a whole. 

These smaller enterprises play a crucial role in tackling poverty,
providing a way for people to raise their income, improve their
lives, and regain their dignity. They also provide a safety net
during global economic crises by building local and regional
markets. They particularly empower women, who run many of
the micro-enterprises. Furthermore, they provide communities
with much-needed services and products: in Cambodia, for
example, small IT companies have sprung up, giving poor
people access to computer services and the Internet.

However, small businesses face particular risks due to their size.
They lack leverage in negotiations, are easily exploited, and can
often lose out when competing with larger firms, which are
able to buy in bulk at lower prices.  In addition, governments
and institutions tend to direct their aid towards medium and
big business, neglecting small producers.

CAFOD has launched a new
campaign, Get Down to
Business Mr Mitchell, to
encourage support for small
businesses in developing
countries.  The campaign
urges Secretary of State for
International Development,
Andrew Mitchell, to prioritise
small business-owners in
three main ways:

by targeting existing UK aid at small businesses overseas; by
influencing the G20 group to put small businesses at the heart
of their development strategies and by ensuring that
governments of poor countries put them first too. The aim is to
help them reach markets, for example by building roads in rural
areas, to help them have greater clout in the marketplace,
enabling them to negotiate better terms and have a voice in
decision-making and to boost investment in people, such as
skills training, health services and education.

You can be pivotal in this change: you can take action both
online on CAFOD’s website and by signing and distributing
CAFOD action cards among parishioners, friends and family.
These can be ordered from campaign@cafod.org.uk or by
contacting the CAFOD Portsmouth Office on 012 5232 9385 or
porstmouth@cafod.org.uk. If you wish to make a bigger
impact, you can become a CAFOD campaigns volunteer, and
help promote Get Down to Business in the Diocese. CAFOD
would support and train you for the role - please contact the
Portsmouth Office for further information. This is your chance
to make a direct impact on the lives of people like Amparo.
Even in these difficult economic times, we must remember that
economic growth should not come at the cost of the common
good or the environment.  It's time for an approach to the
private sector that is informed by compassion and social justice,
as well as the desire to make a profit.
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CAFOD Media Volunteer Luxmy Gopalakrishnan introduces
CAFOD’s new campaign Get Down to Business in support
of small businesses in the developing world
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‘Smaller enterprises play a crucial role 
in tackling poverty’
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Hints & Wrinkles

Catering for catholic tastes …
PP brings the world’s cuisine to your table

Serves 4

1: Preheat oven to 180 degrees C.
2: Clean and flatten chicken.  Place haggis in a bowl, pour the 

whisky over and leave to marinate for a few minutes
3: Make a patty of haggis per portion and wrap with chicken

and then the bacon
4: Drizzle with olive oil/butter and place on a baking tray and 

cook at 180 degrees C for 40 mins.
5: While the chicken, haggis and bacon cook, make the sauce
6: Add cornflour to the stock and slowly bring to the boil until 

it thickens.  Add whisky and simmer for 5 minutes
7: Slowly add cream over a low heat

And get tore in!

Flying Scotsman

1: Local Parish Fund Applications

A letter detailing the request for application of funds must
be sent to the chairman of the Living Our Faith Impact
Committee.  Project requests must be signed by either the
parish priest or co-coordinating pastor.

Address for submission:

c/o Rev Stephen Morgan
Department for Finance and Property,
St Edmund House,
Edinburgh Road,
Portsmouth,
PO1 3QA

2: Lay Formation Fund Applications

Project requests must be signed by either the parish priest
or co-coordinating pastor.  Before being submitted to the
Impact Committee for consideration, all project requests
must be aligned to the Pastoral Plan Go Out and Bear
Fruit further to discussion with the Department for
Pastoral Formation. The application form is accessed from
the following URL link:
http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/livingourfaith/
application_for_funding.php

Address for submission:

c/o Rev Stephen Morgan
Department for Finance and Property,
St Edmund House,
Edinburgh Road,
Portsmouth,
PO1 3QA

The Living Our Faith Impact Committee ensures the integrity of the campaign and that monies are invested and spent
wisely by the Diocese and parishes in accordance with the stated aims of the campaign.   The committee is scheduled to
meet on the forthcoming dates: 6 April, 8 June, 27 July, 14 September and 9 November.

How to access Living Our Faith Funds 

Ingredients
- 4 fresh chicken breasts
- 1 small haggis 

(traditional/vegetarian)
- 1 tbsp Scottish whisky
- Splash of olive oil/knob of butter
- 4 rashers of bacon

For the whisky sauce:
- 100 ml of chicken stock
- 2 tsp cornflour
- 2 tbsp Scotttish whisky
- 100 ml double cream



Imagine if you came into
your local church one
day, and on the sanctuary
you saw an electric chair,

or a guillotine from the
French Revolution, or a
gibbet with a noose hanging.
You might be surprised or

even shocked. But we are so familiar with the
cross of Christ that it has probably lost its
power to shock us.

Yet for many early hearers of St Paul, his
preaching of the cross was a shocking message.
He tells the Corinthians: ‘Here are we preaching
a crucified Christ: to the Jews an obstacle, to
the pagans madness, but to those who have
been called, a Christ who is the power and the
wisdom of God’ (1 Cor 1:23-24). 

Even early Christian art shied away from
depicting the crucifixion, and instead
preferred more upbeat and positive images like
Christ the Good Shepherd. Not until the time
of St Francis of Assisi did the cross come to be
shown extensively in western art.

The first Christians had a big communication
problem. If Jesus was God’s chosen Saviour, how
did he end up suffering the degrading death of
crucifixion, the Roman punishment for
rebellious slaves? This was the question that the
four gospel writers set themselves to answer.

On Palm Sunday we hear the passion story
according to St Matthew. He bases his story
on St Mark’s account (the starkest of the
gospels) but adds some extra details. Only St
Matthew’s account of the Last Supper tells us
that Jesus’ blood was poured out ‘for the
forgiveness of sins’ (26:28). In this way, St
Matthew highlights forgiveness as a major
element in Christianity, just as he has
previously included Jesus’ teaching on
forgiving others 77 times.

Connected with forgiveness is the idea of
non-retaliation. Only St Matthew recounts
Jesus’ words to the disciple who drew a sword
to prevent his arrest: ‘Put your sword back,
for all who draw the sword will die by the
sword’ (26:52). Perhaps St Matthew knew of
the dreadful slaughter of thousands of Jews
when the Romans crushed the Zealot revolt
in A.D. 70. Instead, at his arrest Jesus sets an
example of non-retaliation and turning the
other cheek.

St Matthew narrates the terrible words of the
crowd when Jesus is condemned by Pilate:
‘His blood be on us and on our children’
(27:25). For St Matthew the fall of Jerusalem
was a punishment for the rejection of Jesus
(23:37-38). But even this does not annul
God’s covenant with his original chosen
people, because ‘God never takes back his
gifts or revokes his choice’ (Romans 11:29).

Like St Mark, St Matthew records Jesus’ final
cry of desolation: ‘My God, my God, why have
you deserted me?’ To be sure, this was a
quotation from Psalm 22, which went on to
tell of God’s deliverance of the devout
sufferer. But there is no denying the pain and
anguish conveyed by these words.

St John’s passion story, which we hear on
Good Friday, offers us a different presen-
tation of the crucifixion. The pain has receded
and the saving benefit of Christ’s death is
more strongly emphasized. Here Christ is no
longer victim but now victor. His final
utterance from the cross is no longer a cry of
desolation, but instead a calm declaration: ‘It
is accomplished.’
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A native of Reading, Fr Jeremy Corley has been teaching Scripture at Ushaw College in Durham since 1998. He edited a collection of articles, 
New Perspectives on the Nativity (T&T Clark, 2009).
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THE SHOCKING MESSAGE OF THE CROSS by Father Jeremy Corley

Already St John’s account of the Last Supper
(which we hear on Holy Thursday) sees it as
beginning the conclusion of God’s plan: ‘Jesus
knew that the hour had come for him to pass
from this world to the Father. He had always
loved those who were his in the world, but now
he showed how perfect his love was’ (13:1).

St John is able to present Christ’s death more
clearly as part of God’s plan. Jesus is the Lamb
of God who dies to take away the sin of the
world. His flesh is the living bread offered for
the life of the world. He is the Good Shepherd
who gives up his life to save the sheep. He is
the friend who is willing to lay down his life
for his comrades.

So in our faith, we do not deny the suffering
of Christ, whereby he took on himself the
world’s pain. But we also express our belief
that he has triumphed over suffering and
death: ‘Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ
will come again.’ Despite the agony suffered
by Christ, and despite the pain suffered by so
many in the world, we can find hope in Christ
crucified and risen. 

On The Passion in art see:
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
featuredarticle-2001-04.html



CHURCH IN FOCUS
With this issue we look at the Church of Our Lady Help of Christians

The next issue of
PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE

will be distributed at the
end of May 2011
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