




















26

FEATURE

OLQP

Anne Hartley Sums Up A Busy Year At OLQP

Lady Queen of Peace Church, Southbourne, Bournemouth. In

June the Church celebrated its 70th Birthday. The day was a
coming together of the whole parish in one Mass only which
followed on with a shared meal in the garden. There were several
photo displays of events over the 70 years and posters of current
groups involved today.

There were several major celebrations throughout 2009 at Our

Also in June Fr John Dunne, Parish Priest, celebrated the Ruby
Anniversary of his ordination so another party for parish and
family along with presentations occurred.

Then on September 7 Father John Dunne retired on health
grounds. He first came to the Diocese after ordination in 1969
and was posted to Lea Park Parish to join Fr Pat Murphy
O’Connor. He was there for over 4 years. This was followed by
a shorter term in Bitterne. The next move was to Hedge End
where he served the community for over 10 years. During that
time he was very much involved in Deanery events. This was
followed by his move to St Mary’s Ryde I0W for over 7 years
after which he moved to Southbourne where he has been for
14 years. He arrived in Southbourne with ‘Ricky the Dog’ and
in no time he was known for his care of the Parish family and
the neighbourhood. He was famous for his cheery wave and
greetings in the street to everyone.

His ultimate skill was in his openness and his acceptance of
people as they were. He was non-judgemental and always
encouraging especially with young families (the church of the
future). He was devoted to caring for the sick and he
supported the Churches Together initiatives.
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He has now retired to Kiln Green under the care of the nuns at
St John’s Convent in Reading where he will be cared for and
he leaves with prayers and blessing for a happy retirement.

He had a great send-off from the Parish, a huge party and
presentations from the parish family, Churches Together, the
Irish Society, St Peters’ School and the De La Salle Brothers. He
is seen here after his last Mass, having presented a silver medal
to one of the altar servers.

We now welcome Father Gerry Onyejuluwa as Parish Priest and
Fr Christian in a new chapter in the life of OLQP with
excitement and enthusiasm.

| WANDERED LONELY AS A CLOUD

William Wordsworth

| wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once | saw a crowd,

A host of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
and twinkle on the Milky Way,

They stretched in never-ending line
along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw | at a glance,
tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay,

in such a jocund company:

| gazed - and gazed - but little thought
what wealth the show to me had brought:

For oft, when on my couch | lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

‘| Wandered Lonely as a Cloud’ (known as ‘The Daffodils’) is an 1804
poem by William Wordsworth. Inspired by when Wordsworth and his

sister, Dorothy, came across a long belt of daffodils, the poem was first
published in 1807. A revised version was released in 1815.




I Hints & Wrinkles

How do | find out about the priesthood?

" The diocesan priest is called
to serve the people of God,
SIS R bring them Christ’s
heallng love through prayer, the sacraments and by
proclaiming the Word of God. He also has the great joy and
privilege of making Christ present in the Eucharist. Usually
he will do all this in a parish -

the local Catholic community.

St Teresa of Avila once said: ‘Christ has no body now but
yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours. That sums up
the calling of priests, to be at all times another Christ —
‘alter Christus'.

Priesthood is demanding and, to quote the late Cardinal
Hume, no one can ever be truly worthy to be a priest. But
the good news is that priesthood is not a human decision.
It's a calling from God, who gives His strength and His grace
to those who serve him. No priest can act fully for Christ
without being sustained by his own prayer-relationship with
God, rooted in sacrament and scripture.

A Priest is today’s shepherd and fisherman - teaching,
sanctifying and guiding the People of God through a life of
ministerial service and leadership. Maybe you are being
called?

Whether you're exploring your calling or just want more
information about the priesthood, find out more at
www.ukpriest.org - the offical website for diocesan
priesthood in England and Wales.

Are you married?
Try a one day

The new one-day Marriage
Refresher as developed in our
diocese was trialled in
Basingstoke in April with 12
couples attending. The course was
well received, one couple writing
back:

MARRIAGE REFRESHER

This day is for: 2\
+ Married Couples however long you have been ‘Thank you so much for
married. organizing the Marriage

Married couples who simply want to give their
marriage some time for reflection.

+ Married couples who would like to give their
marriage an MOT.

Refresher Day, we both enjoyed
it. You have clearly identified an
important need and have

/' succeeded in packing a lot into a
short period of time, which is
needed when so many are unable
to make commitments to courses
over several evenings or days. We
pray that your initiative will grow
and flourish’

* Rrush up on your
communication skills

« Are you handling conflicy

as you would like?

Are you coping with

change?

Maney, childeen - Nife is

not always easy,

Is your home a real

community of Life

and Love?

.

/1

—

The couples who attended gave
very useful feedback and a
second, slightly modified course
was run in October in Fleet. Again
the response was very positive and
encouraging.

Who is this course for? The course is for committed couples who want to spend a day just
reflecting on their relationship away from the hustle and bustle of daily life maybe after many
years of marriage. During the day couples are encouraged to think and to share privately as
couples how they are handling change, communication, conflict and marital spirituality in
their relationship. There is no group sharing. The day is not designed for couples experiencing
serious difficulties which would benefit from counselling.

A number of couples who have experienced the day have come forward and after some
training will be presenting a Marriage Refresher Day in different parts of the Diocese.

The first two courses for 2010 are already scheduled:

Saturday 17 April in Winchester
Saturday 8 May in Bournemouth

For more information on how to book please contact Eileen Stephenson
e: estephenson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk t: 013 2983 5583

Further points of reference:

http://mwww.worldpriestday.com/index.htm
http://www.ukvocation.org/
http://mww.clerus.org

If you think the Priesthood or Permanent Diaconate could
be your calling, do feel free to talk to a Catholic priest in
your neighbourhood or alternatively contact our Diocesan
Director of Vocations, Rev Gerard Flynn, at St Saviour’s
Presbytery, Weston Lane, Totland, Isle of Wight PO39 OHE
(t: 019 8375 2317 m: 07870 207132)

e: gerarddominic@waitrose.com) and/or our

Diocesan Director of the Permanent Diaconate,
Monsignor James Joyce, at 60 Sturges Road, Wokingham,
Berkshire RG40 2HE

(t: 011 8978 0348 e: corpus.christi@ntlworld.com)

Please keep in your prayers those men training for the
priesthood for our diocese:

James McAuley
Phillip Harris

John Chandler
Stephen Roach
Benjamin Theobald
Ross Bullock

Philip Carroll
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COMING CLOSER
TO GOD IN LENT

Fr Jeremy Corley

uring Lent, we seek to draw closer to

God. Three tried and tested methods
are almsgiving, prayer and fasting. Jesus
speaks about these methods in the gospel
reading for Ash Wednesday. These methods
are not unique to us Christians. They
formed a valuable part of the Jewish piety
of the Pharisees, who receive a rather bad
press in the gospels. They also form three
of the Five Pillars of Islam: zakat
(almsgiving), salat (prayer), siyam (fasting).
So when we practise these methods, we
are uniting with Jews and Muslims who
yearn for God’s mercy upon the world.
Jesus presumes that his followers will
practise charitable giving. Indeed, the
abundance of Christian charities testifies
to the generosity of thousands of
believers. But there is a difference: Jesus
calls his followers to remain as silent as
possible about their generosity. We can
be aware that there are probably many
unsung heroes and heroines who are far
more generous than we can ever be. And
what we give is only what God has given
us in the first place. So there is no need
to shout when we donate £10 to charity.
Jesus also presumes that believers will
pray - as indeed we do. But we do not
pray for the sake of show. That is why he
suggests we pray in secret, before God
alone. He is not forbidding public prayer
- after all, he himself attended
synagogue services. But through praying
on our own, we can specially place
ourselves at the disposal of God. Jesus
also speaks against making lengthy
prayers composed of empty phrases - like
some pagans in the ancient world who

tried to hit upon the exact name of a
particular deity in a culture that
worshipped many gods. Instead, we can
simply call out to God, ‘Daddy’, because
God loves us more than any human
parent could.

And Jesus presumes that his followers
will fast, but his teaching is to keep any
self-denial hidden. By tradition, Catholics
denied themselves meat especially on
Fridays (‘fish on Fridays’), though this has
not been prominent in recent years. But
we need not limit our self-denial to
meat. In fact, we can think of many
forms of fasting - denying ourselves
chocolate or alcohol, or deciding not to
buy something we don’t really need.

All these methods can perhaps seem
rather negative: letting go of our hard-
earned cash, withdrawing for a little
from others so as to spend time alone
before God, and denying ourselves some
kind of pleasure. Yet the aim is to open
ourselves to the God who gives us
everything. Sometimes we may need to
do more during Lent, but at other times
we may perhaps need to be less busy.
Almsgiving, prayer, and fasting can help
us in our Lenten journey to God. A nurse
might pray for her patients and skip
some chocolate to put some money in
the Cafod box. Or a young person might
reflect on his or her life before God and
then act to save the planet for the
future by avoiding wasteful spending
and instead raising money to sponsor a
rain forest in Africa or Brazil. Or a retired
person living alone might give a good
amount of time to prayer, living simply
and offering help to someone in need. In
fact, there are many possible ways to
respond to Christ’s call.

To be sure, in this harsh economic
climate, some people today may not
have the luxury to choose their Lenten
penance. Financial hardship may force
them to restrict their food purchases.
Caring for others in need may lead them
to share generously, even from their
limited resources. And their concern for
a loved one may bring them to pray
fervently.

Whatever our situation, we are invited
this Lent to come closer to God.
Almsgiving, prayer and fasting are paths
that can help us on our Lenten journey.
May we receive the courage to play our
part, so that God can work in our lives
this Lent.

Fr Jeremy Corley recently edited New Perspectives on the Nativity, London, Continuum 2009
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of Portsmouth. It is distributed free of
charge to parishes and other groups
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reserves the right to edit material. All
material received for publication is
understood to be free of copyright and any
form of restraint. No undertaking, except
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return any material submitted by post.
There can be no guarantee of publication
for material submitted nor can the Editor
or any other officer enter into discussions
regarding decisions to edit or not to
publish. Portsmouth People does not
commission nor accept material on a fee
basis. Views expressed in Portsmouth
People are not necessarily the views of the
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, its
affiliated companies and charities,
employees thereof or persons otherwise
associated directly or indirectly. All material
is published in good faith, without
guarantee.




CHURCH

With this issue we look at the
Church of St Boniface

The next issue of
PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE
will be distributed at the
end of March 2010
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Catholic Church of St Boniface
413 Shirley Road
Shirley
Southampton
Hampshire SO15 3JD

When you have finished reading this magazine, t: 023 8077 1231
please pass it to a friend or dispose of it responsibly for re-cycling. www.st-boniface.org.uk




